
 
 
 

 
February 1, 2025 

A Recap of January 2025 at Bergen Catholic 

  

The following are some notable news and events from January 2025: 
 

 

Class of 2029 Acceptance Day Welcomes New BC Crusaders 
 
Every Bergen Catholic Crusader can remember the excitement of first finding out about 
their acceptance into BC, and the entire BC Brotherhood shares in this special moment for 
the students in the Class of 2029. Bergen Catholic celebrates the hard work and 
tremendous achievements of these 8th graders by having members of the Crusader 
community hand deliver a special acceptance box to each and every student who gained 
admission to the Class of 2029. 
 
This special touch is who we are as Bergen Catholic, and the smiles say it all. Deus Vult! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Careers4Crusaders Networking Event Connects BC Alumni 
 
Bergen Catholic hosted its annual Careers4Crusaders alumni networking event at Hoehl 
Gym on January 8th. This night affords recent BC alumni the chance to meet and forge new 
relationships with fellow Crusader alumni in various career fields including health care, law, 
finance, marketing, engineering, computer science and sales. 
 
Greg Avella ‘15 of BlackRock served as the night’s keynote speaker, and the 
Careers4Crusaders event shows the BC Brotherhood at work. Bergen Catholic Crusaders 
go out of their way to help one another, serving as mentors for younger generations, and 
demonstrating the core belief of service leadership that continues to be a hallmark of a 
Bergen Catholic education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bergen Catholic Celebrates Catholic Schools Week 2025 
 
The Bergen Catholic community celebrated Catholic Schools Week 2025 by living the 
Catholic Schools Week theme of United in Faith and Community. 
 
The school ran a toiletry drive benefitting the NJ charity Families for Families, conducted a 
sock and washcloth drive helping the Hoboken Homeless Shelter, and ran a popcorn 
fundraiser with funds going towards BC's Missions program in Peru. 
 
BC also celebrated Mass together as a community and offered students the chance to 
participate as a group in the praying of the rosary and adoration of the Eucharist on activity 
days. Our BC faculty and staff were also treated with a luncheon and bagel breakfast in 
celebration of their dedication as Catholic school educators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Crusaders Rebuild Homes During Service Trip to Peru 
 
Bergen Catholic students and faculty members participated in an immersion service trip 
to Jicamarca, Peru where the contingent of Crusaders helped to rebuild homes for the 
needy in an impoverished area of the country located in the Andes Mountains. 
 
In addition to their service work, the BC students got the chance to experience various 
facets of Peruvian culture and history, all while doing their part to live the Essential 
Elements of an Edmund Rice Christian Brothers Education. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Elias Suh '28 Performs at Carnegie Hall 
 
Congratulations to Bergen Catholic’s Elias Suh ‘28 who recently won 1st place at the Elite 
International Music Competition and was given the honor of performing Cello Concerto No. 
1 by Camille Saint-Saëns at the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 
 
Bergen Catholic is honored to have such incredibly talented musicians such as Elias Suh be 
a part of the BC Brotherhood, as he leads by example and shares his extraordinary musical 
talent with the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BC Wrestling Wins 2025 Bergen County Championship 
 
Congratulations to the Bergen Catholic wrestling program on winning the 2025 Bergen 
County Championship, their 21st county championship in program history and the 1st 
county championship for BC head coach Dom Santoli ‘00. Deus Vult! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BC Swimming Wins 2025 Bergen County Championship 
 

Congratulations to the Bergen Catholic Swimming team on winning the 2025 Bergen 
County championship! Coach Lia Kunnapas has now led the Crusaders to 3 consecutive 
Bergen County crowns and the Crusaders now claim 9 county championships in program 
history. Deus Vult!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Operation Smile's Cookie Sale Celebrates 25th Anniversary 

 



For 25 years, Bergen Catholic’s chapter of Operation Smile has conducted their annual 
cookie sale to help raise donations that go towards the nonprofit organization that 
specializes in cleft surgery and care for thousands of children around the world. 
 
We thank Jerry and Lori Morano of the Crusader Cafe for donating the cookies for these 
sales the past 25 years, as well as the efforts of moderators Mrs. Casper and Dr. DiMaggio, 
and all the BC student leaders over the past two decades. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Lunar New Year Celebrated at Bergen Catholic 

 
For the first time as an entire school community, Bergen Catholic celebrated the 
Lunar New Year thanks to the Asian Parents Association. The BC moms helped 
promote various Asian cultures to the students in the forms of traditional dress, 
cuisine and games to celebrate the start of the Lunar New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BC Hosts Accepted Students Social for Class of 2029 

 



Bergen Catholic was honored to have an incredible turn out for its Class of 2029 Accepted 
Students Social on January 21st. Only a few days after officially being accepted into BC, a 
large contingent of eighth graders came to Crusader Country and enjoyed dinner together 
while meeting future BC classmates. 
 
After dinner, the accepted students got their first experience of being part of the Crusader 
Crazies fan section, as they helped cheer on the BC Basketball team to a win on Senior 
Night. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bergen Catholic Awarded Top Seed in 2025 Bergen Jamboree 

 
Bergen Catholic Basketball was awarded the top overall seed for the 2025 Bergen County 
Jamboree basketball tournament. The Crusaders have won the prestigious county 
basketball tournament 11-times, and another title would tie them for the most Jamboree 
titles in tournament history. 
 
The Crusaders also achieved program history earlier this season when they garnered the 
#1 overall ranking in NJ basketball for the first time. 
 
Crusader fans can watch all BC home basketball games on LocalLive Networks, live & on-
demand, with Dan Long '03 calling all the action. To watch the games, 
visit: https://events.locallive.tv/schools/bergen-catholic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Buy Tickets for BC's Production of Grease Feb 7th-9th 

 

https://events.locallive.tv/schools/bergen-catholic


Bergen Catholic is proud to announce the production of Grease as this year's school 
musical. Grease will be performed at the Hackensack Performing Arts Center February 7th-
February 9th. 
 
To purchase tickets, please visit the following link: 
https://www.hacpac.org/events/grease/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

Click here to listen to all episodes of the Bergen Catholic Podcast  
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