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A Recap of May 2024 at Bergen Catholic

Bergen Catholic Celebrates Class of 2024 with a Clap Out

On their final day of class, the Bergen Catholic Class of 2024 patrticipated
in a Communion Service in Hoehl Gym, followed by their senior
breakfast, and finished with a senior Clap Out where the entire BC
community honored the seniors throughout all the hallways with rounds
of applause.

READ MORE HERE
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BC Celebrates May Crowning

Members of the Bergen Catholic community came together to celebrate
the May Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary. BC students processed
throughout the hallways with the statue of Mary, returning to the school
chapel to participate in a prayer service, before finally crowning Mary.

READ MORE HERE

Founded and staffed by the Edmund Rice Christian Brothers
Bergen Catholic High School | 1040 Oradell Avenue Oradell, NJ 07649 | www.bergencatholic.org | P: 201.261.1844



http://www.bergencatholic.org/
https://www.bergencatholic.org/news/bergen-catholic-celebrates-may-crowning/

Baccalaureate Mass & Awards Ceremony for Class of 2024

Bergen Catholic hosted a Baccalaureate Mass for the Class of 2024
followed by an Awards Ceremony celebrating seniors who earned
individual distinctions and honors through their careers at BC. Members
of the faculty and staff, Uriel Orjuela and Albert Spiegel ’95 were also
honored with Pro Operis medals for their 20 years of service at Bergen
Catholic.

READ MORE HERE
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BC Students Volunteer at Father English Food Pantry

Bergen Catholic students recently volunteered their time to help support
the work of Catholic Charities at the Father English Food Pantry in
Paterson, NJ. The Crusaders helped carry and stock supplies at the food
pantry which helps those in need in the third largest city in New Jersey.

READ MORE HERE
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Crusaders Give Back with Hands of Gratitude Program

Bergen Catholic students in the Crusaders for Social Responsibility
Club recently partnered with Hands of Gratitude, a program that
assembles, delivers and donates 3D printed hands to people in need all

over the world.

READ MORE HERE
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32 Crusaders Earn National Language Exam Honors

Congratulations to our 32 Bergen Catholic students who earned national
distinction after recently taking the National Spanish and Latin Exams.
Over 90,000 students across the country participated in this year’s
language proficiency exams, and we are incredibly proud of our BC
students who earned gold, silver, bronze and honorable mention national
accolades!

Our four BC Gold Medalists included Andy Kwon 27, Dylan Lozano ‘26,
Nicholas Gomez ‘27 and Matthew Morin ‘25.
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Honors Research Finishes Year-Long Research Projects

Congratulations to Mr. Rendine’s Honors Research class on the
completion of their year-long research projects, which each culminated

with a presentation of their projects followed by an oral defense in front of
a board of judges.

READ MORE HERE
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BC Faculty Honored During Teacher Appreciation Week

The Bergen Catholic faculty were honored for their hard work and treated
to two delicious catered lunches during Teacher Appreciation Week. The
Crusader teachers enjoyed their own Taco Tuesday spread courtesy of a
generous donation by Tacoria, and then later in the week enjoyed
another lunch buffet thanks to the generosity of the Bergen Catholic
Parents Association.

READ MORE HERE
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BC Rugby Wins First State Championship

Congratulations to the Bergen Catholic Rugby team and head coach Tim
Downey ‘07 on winning their first state championship in program history!
The Crusaders defeated Don Bosco Prep (23-20) in the Blue Division title
match, their second win this season against their arch rivals!

READ MORE HERE
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Spring Commitment Day Honors BC Student-Athletes

Congratulations to our Bergen Catholic student-athletes who participated
in their Spring Commitment Day ceremony in front of family and friends in
Hoehl Gym.

Sean Wrenn (Rowan University Rugby), Bert “BJ” Maxim (Dean College
Baseball), Brendan O’Rourke (LeMoyne College Track & Field), Jayden
Iznaga (Drexel University Wrestling), Jason Lessieu (Bucknell University
Track & Field), Sebastian Ortega (St. Thomas Aquinas College Soccer,
Guglielmo Picariello (Dominican College Soccer, Pantaleo Varga
(Franklin & Marshall Wrestling), Tyler Ferris (Salve Regina Soccer) and
Kevin Schliem (Salve Regina Soccer).

Special thanks to Mr. McGovern and Mr. Haemmerle for all the
tremendous work they do on behalf of our student-athletes in the BC
Athletics Department!
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BC Honors Edmund
Rice Christian Brothers
on Religious Brothers
Day

Bergen Catholic honored
members of the Edmund
Rice Christian Brothers
Congregation as a part of
Religious Brothers Day on
May 1st.

In attendance to renew
their vows during a school-
wide liturgy and pictured
from left to right were
Bergen Catholic Campus
Minister Brother
McDonough, former Bergen
Catholic President Brother
Sullo, as well as Bergen
Catholic Trustee Brother
Segvich.

Religion Class Runs Successful Cereal Food Drive

Students in Mr. McAnulty’s religion class organized a cereal food drive to
help support Cresskill Cares, a non-profit organization that helps those in
need in Bergen County. The students each donated two boxes of cereal,
and then ran a school-wide effort to generate a bountiful donation
courtesy of the entire Bergen Catholic community.
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Tyler Cusamano '25 Passes SOCOM Athlete Prep Training

Congratulations to Bergen Catholic junior Tyler Cusumano ‘25 who
successfully passed the SOCOM Athlete Prep Program down in Virginia
Beach, Virginia. SOCOM (Special Operations Command), is an elite
Navy Seals tryout challenge which prepares those who want a career in
Special Operations by emulating the various selection tryouts held by
each military branch’s special warfare entities with the hopes of passing
the challenge of physical, mental strength and endurance that Navy
Seals undergo.

BC’s Cusamano was part of only 60% of the entire group that passed the
training, as the group consisted of students, civilians and active military.

Preston Brady '26 Named Colin Daly '25 Serves as
Eagle Scout BC Principal for a Day
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Congratulations to Bergen
Catholic’s Preston Brady 26
who recently earned his Eagle
Scout badge. Brady has been
the senior patrol leader the last
three years for his troop in
Ridgefield Park, as has been a
part of the Cub and Boy Scouts
since kindergarten.

READ MORE HERE

Bergen Catholic junior Colin
Daly enjoyed the rare privilege
of being the BC Principal for
the Day, and took over Mr.
McElhinney’s office and
enjoyed the perks that came
with the position in Crusader
Country.

READ MORE HERE

New Digital Bergen Catholic Hall of Fame Display Unveiled

The Bergen Catholic Hall of Fame Committee recently unveiled their new
state-of-art digital Bergen Catholic Hall of Fame touch screen, located in
Hoehl Hall, right outside Hoehl Gym and Crusader Cafe.

The new touch screen console allows visitors to access the entire
database of BC Hall of Fame inductees, which includes both individuals
and Crusader teams. This impressive display honors and celebrates
Bergen Catholic’s storied tradition in a modern fashion as a living history

for future generations to enjoy.
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Tommy Hunt '25 & Rocco Venezia '25 Win SGA Election

Congratulations to Tommy Hunt ‘25 (pictured right) on being elected
Bergen Catholic Student Government President alongside his Vice
President Rocco Venezia 25 (pictured left). These two Crusaders are
excited to lead the BC student body in the 2024-2025 school year and we
look forward to seeing BC thrive under their leadership!
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Dean Portas Named BC Varsity Hockey Coach

Bergen Catholic is proud to announce the appointment of Mr. Dean
Portas as the next varsity head coach of the Crusader hockey program.
Coach Portas has a championship pedigree, having won NJ hockey state
championships as a player, assistant, and head coach at three different
programs. We welcome Coach Portas to Crusader Country!
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WE ARE THE MUSIC MAKERS

Performing Arts Takes
Center Stage at BC

Check Out the Spring 2024 Crusader Magazine

In this Spring 2024 edition of Crusader Magazine, readers will learn
about the evolution of the BC Performing Arts program, the incredible
work done by BC students and faculty on Immersion service trips, the
acclaimed Honors Research course in partnership with Holy Name
Medical Center, and share in the wonderful work done around the world
by Crusader students and alumni! There are plenty more stories, pictures
and alumni notes to enjoy as well!

READ MORE HERE
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53" ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC
PEBBLE BEACH GOLF TRIP

GOLF EXPERIENCE RAFFLE

Enjoy three outstanding rounds of golf at Pebble Beach Resort —
Pebble Beach Golf Links, Spyglass Hill Golf Course, and
The Links at Spanish Bay. Accommodations will be provided for
4 guests (double occupancy) for 3 nights at Pebble Beach Resort’s
The Inn at Spanish Bay. Breakfast is included each morning.

*“Trip does not include caddy fees or gratuities, airfare or ground transportation. Winner has until June 10, 2025 to enjoy their trip.

‘Winner can choose to substitute another Land & Links destination
and will be responsible for any difference in cost.

(www.landandlinks.com/destinations)

Only 400 tickets will be sold. Tickets = $100 each.

You do not need to be present to win!

Purchase tickets online at www.bergencatholic.org/golf-experience-raffle-information
or contact Christine Schwake at cschwake@ bergencatholic.org for more information.

PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS
HERE
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